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Edmonton Community Foundation (ECF) is pleased to provide the Winter 2016 
guide to Community Investment Partnership (CIP) projects. CIP connects you to 
timely and important projects in our community.  

Consider this a list of timely, strategic, and vetted ideas for you to support with your 
fund.

This guide contains projects that range in scope and focus, each one addressing 
an emerging need in the community. These projects are being presented to you at 
a time when funding will have a tangible impact. In most cases, the organizations 
doing frontline work in the community have identified these projects as priorities. 
Proposals for each project are vetted by expert advisors and ECF staff.

As all of the projects in this guide have been carefully evaluated and determined 
to be funding priorities, ECF is committed to finding the money to support them. 
Support from your fund is vital to achieving this for these projects and projects in 
the future. 

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP 

HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE
If any of the projects in this guide interest you, we encourage you to 
contact our office. Call or e-mail Alex Draper, Donor Grants Associate, at 
780.426.0015, ext. 119, or at adraper@ecfoundation.org.

Deadline to support projects: December 20, 2016
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What if I want more information 
about a project? 
This guide contains only brief 
summaries of proposed projects.  
Further information can be provided 
upon request.

What happens if the project I  
choose does not receive other 
funding or if other donors choose  
the same project?
Projects have been considered by our 
advisory committees (volunteers with 
expertise in their respective sectors) 
and grants will be made from our 
limited discretionary funds.

If a project receives more support than 
needed from donors, ECF staff will 
contact you to discuss alternatives.

My fund is small. Can I still participate?
All donor advised funds at ECF are large enough 
to participate in CIP. By combining your fund’s 
granting power with others at ECF, you can 
enhance the impact of your decisions and leverage 
our discretionary dollars. Some work does go into 
tracking this money so we ask that granting advice 
be in amounts of over $200.

If you wish, you can also provide an immediate gift 
in support of one of the projects.

Do I have to contribute to the programs  
you identify?

No. You may choose a grant recipient on your 
own. Feel free to contact us if you would like 
more information or other ideas.

Do I have to contribute for multiple years to 
support projects with a longer duration?
No. You may choose whatever kind of 
commitment you are comfortable with.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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The following projects are supported through the  
Community Grants Program (CGP).
CGP is Edmonton Community Foundation’s flagship granting program, 
responding to applications from charities serving the Edmonton area. CGP 
responds to our community’s needs across all sectors, including: arts, culture 
and heritage; education and learning; community and social services; health and 
wellness; recreation and leisure; and the environment.

COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM

community grants program
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B’S LUNCH 
PROGRAM

Food will be purchased for a peer-led lunch program in the 
Public and Catholic school districts. This program has an 
emphasis on developing ethical and community-minded 
youth while ensuring a healthy lunch is accessible to students 
who need it. The kids helping kids approach connects young 
people to their community.

B’S SUPPORTING YOUTH FOUNDATION
During the 2012 to 2013 school year, Grade 5 students at St. Richard 
Elementary School created a bagged lunch program to improve 
their community.  Now running out of Millhurst Community Centre 
and bringing in classrooms from across the city, B’s Supporting 
Youth Foundation has provided more than 9000 bagged lunches 
for students.

$25,000
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The Communications and Partnership Advisor position will 
nurture and build new partnerships between Edmonton 
and area women’s shelters. This work will help keep shelter 
services in Alberta connected to one another and provide 
a united voice to better obtain the support and funding 
necessary for shelter services to continue.

ALBERTA COUNCIL OF WOMEN’S SHELTERS ( ACWS)
ACWS maintains comprehensive data on abused women and 
administers a collective database on behalf of its members. 
Membership includes nine Edmonton organizations that manage 
facilities supporting abused women, children and seniors.

PARTNERSHIP 
ADVISOR

$40,000
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Last year there was a major influx of support to organizations 
that serve immigrants and newcomers. Those services 
will continue to be essential in the coming years but new 
tactics will be needed to generate the support and fund 
development required to sustain them. This grant will help 
the Multicultural Family Resource Society (MFRS) put together 
a long term strategy to generate sufficient resources to meet 
the growing demand for its services.

MULTICULTURAL FAMILY RESOURCE SOCIETY
MFRS is committed to improving the well-being of immigrant 
and refugee children, youth, and families. They emphasize family-
driven and participatory programming.

CAPACITY 
BUILDING: FUND 
DEVELOPMENT

$40,000
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FREEZER/COOLER 
PROJECT

Edmonton’s Food Bank needs a new cooler! This is a 
straightforward request to help one of the cornerstones 
of Edmonton’s philanthropic community purchase vital 
infrastructure. The full project will be a freezer expansion (by 
re-purposing a cooler) and building a new 13’ walk-in cooler. 

EDMONTON GLEANERS ASSOCIATION  
(FOOD BANK)

  While seeking solutions to the causes of hunger, the Food Bank 
collects, stewards, and distributes free of charge surplus and 
donated food to people in need in our community. 

$72,101
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This project will help Albertans navigate the programs being 
developed to explain the practical aspects of transitioning  
to renewable energy sources.  A user-friendly guide, 
webinars, and workshops will illustrate the best practices for 
selecting a solar energy provider, what government programs 
exist to help finance this work, and what the regulatory 
requirements are.

PEMBINA FOUNDATION
The Foundation exists to research, produce, and distribute reliable 
and relevant information that advances the public’s understanding 
of and ability to implement sustainable energy solutions.

BRINGING 
SUSTAINABLE 
ENERGY TO 
ALBERTA 
COMMUNITIES

$39,000
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STOP NOW AND 
PLAN (SNAP) 
PROGRAM FOR  
AT-RISK ELEMENTARY 
STUDENTS

SNAP is an evidence-based program that helps children 
control impulses and manage their emotions. This grant will 
support two trained facilitators deliver the SNAP programs to 
four classrooms within two Edmonton schools.

UNCLES & AUNTS AT LARGE
With a dedication to improving the lives of children in Edmonton, 
Uncles & Aunts at Large organizes mentor services. Volunteers 
and staff offer companionship, mentoring, and friendly support to 
children ages 6 to 18 from single-parent families.

$22,020
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With this grant Vocal Alchemy will put on an Anniversary 
Gala Concert in May 2017. The concert will be produced 
in collaboration with Alberta Baroque and Chronos Vocal 
Ensembles and will commission new choral work by Canadian 
composer, Mark Sirett.

EDMONTON VOCAL ALCHEMY SOCIETY
Vocal Alchemy is an adult community chorus welcoming singers 
of all musical abilities. They practice collaborative learning under 
professional direction. The members share a passion for singing, 
a desire to grow, and a commitment to making music together.

15TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 
PERFORMANCE

$28,400
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This theatre production will explore the lives of nine Iraqi 
women, spanning the decades between the first and second 
Gulf Wars and occupation. The ECF grant will pay artists, Iraqi 
cultural consultants, and a cast of nine women.  

AZIMUTH THEATRE ASSOCIATION
Azimuth Theatre creates and presents original Canadian 
performance that examines society and the human condition with 
a critical gaze. It reaches audiences not traditionally served by 
professional theatre for reasons of age, education or geography 
with work that evokes discussion of social issues promoting a 
compassionate perspective towards those affected.

9 PARTS DESIRE

$40,000
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A grant to install signage on CKUA’s new building, the 
restored historic Alberta Hotel, originally built in 1887. The 
new sign, with a “retro” look, will complement the historic 
nature of the building and enhance the aesthetic of the City’s  
Arts District. 

CKUA RADIO FOUNDATION
CKUA radio station celebrates music and engages local 
communities as Alberta’s cultural network. Its founding principle 
is that dissemination of knowledge is a valuable contribution 
toward development of healthy and productive individuals and 
communities.

PUTTING A NAME 
TO A PLACE

$49,931
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The Cerebral Palsy Association’s existing technological 
equipment will be improved and made accessible for clients. 
Clients with disabilities will then receive training on the 
equipment to help them develop a variety of computer skills. 

CEREBRAL PALSY ASSOCIATION IN ALBERTA
The Cerebral Palsy Association enriches the lives of people with 
cerebral palsy and other disabilities. They also collaborate with 
other organizations to promote awareness and understanding for 
persons with disabilities to live, learn, and work in the community.

COMPUTABILITIES

$38,616



14

The Family Support Liaison will provide up-to-date 
information about services, assistance, and programs 
offered throughout the Edmonton area for people with 
Down syndrome and their families. This grant represents a 
second year of funding which will allow the Liaison to provide 
professional support, effective referrals, and community 
capacity building opportunities to a variety of stakeholders. 

EDMONTON DOWN SYNDROME SOCIETY
Edmonton Down Syndrome Society is working to create a 
community that values all people with Down syndrome and 
supports them in achieving their full potential.

FAMILY SUPPORT 
LIAISON

$60,000
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Working alongside local leaders in Edmonton and Alberta, 
Recreation for Life will enhance the quality of sport and 
recreation programs in Indigenous communities using 
the HIGH FIVE program. HIGH FIVE ensures leaders and 
instructors have the tools and knowledge to create positive 
experiences for children by building healthy relationships and 
providing active play opportunities.

RECREATION FOR LIFE FOUNDATION
Recreation for Life raises funds for the Alberta Recreation and 
Parks Association. They make healthy citizens, communities, and 
environments in Alberta by promoting recreation and parks.

HEALTHY CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT 
IN ABORIGINAL 
COMMUNITIES

$10,605
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FOUNDATION DIRECTED INITIATIVES

The following projects are supported through the Foundation 
Directed Initiatives program, which invests in both new and ongoing 
high-priority charitable projects by offering multi-year funding to 
selected agencies.

Agencies cannot apply for FDI funding; FDIs are chosen through 
a rigorous process internal to the Foundation that complements 
ECF’s Community Grants Program.

foundation directed initiatives



17

The bus acts as a mobile warming and drop-in centre for vulnerable 
Edmontonians. Outreach workers operate the bus seven days a 
week from 2:30 to 9:30 pm. During Edmonton’s cold winter the bus 
travels around the city offering clients basic supplies such as blankets, 
clothing and food; providing soup and hot drinks; and transporting 
individuals to shelters and drop-in centres.

BOYLE STREET SERVICE SOCIETY
Boyle Street Community Services assists individuals and families challenged 
by homelessness and poverty. Each year more than 12,000 people – more 
than 70 per cent of whom are of Aboriginal descent – access the wide range 
of supports and services.

WINTER 
EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE BUS

$60,000
IN NOVEMBER 2016
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GOVERNANCE 
AND LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT

One of the principal struggles faced by the entire charitable sector 
is a battle to be seen as a sophisticated and efficient group of 
organizations. Donors and funders want to invest in programs 
that are being run professionally. The Governance and Leadership 
Development program will train local board members and volunteers 
to succeed in their roles leading the charitable sector. This program will 
give more people the confidence to become board members, and give 
charities access to a larger pool of community members with a wider 
range of expertise.

EDMONTON CHAMBER OF  
VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS (ECVO)

ECVO provides specially designed programs, workshops, and networking 
opportunities for the more than  3,000 non-profit organizations in Greater 
Edmonton.

$50,000
IN NOVEMBER 2016
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The Edmonton and Area Land Trust (EALT) has had great success in 
acquiring gifts of land. The flipside of that is an increased need for 
resources that make stewardship of that land possible. This grant will 
allow the organization to hire a third staff person required to provide 
the additional research, mapping, site visits, family meetings, and 
issues examination that goes into acquiring new land in a strategic way.

EDMONTON AND AREA LAND TRUST
EALT’s mandate is to conserve natural areas in Edmonton and the 
surrounding region. In nine years, they have secured nine properties 
totalling more than 1,300 acres.

BUILDING THE 
ORGANIZATION

$50,000
IN NOVEMBER 2016
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NGO 
SUSTAINABILITY 
CHAMPIONS 
WORKSHOP

Edmonton non-governmental organizations (NGOs) will 
be trained to improve their sustainability performance 
and reduce their environmental footprint. Finding these 
efficiencies not only helps the environment, but it often helps 
the NGOs save money, improving their ability to achieve their 
philanthropic mandates.

NATURAL STEP CANADA
Natural Step supports communities, businesses and non-profit 
organizations to help them embed sustainability into their 
strategies, operations, and services.

$23,000
IN JANUARY 2017
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NEW PATHWAYS 
FOR THE ARTS

This program helps develop new forms of community 
engagement for Edmonton’s art organizations. Participants 
analyze the strengths and weaknesses of their organizations 
and develop strategies to generate revenue, while creating 
new opportunities for artistic engagement. 

EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL (EAC) SOCIETY 
The EAC works to increase the profile and involvement of arts and 
culture in all aspects of our community life including investments 
in Edmonton festivals, arts organizations, and individual artists.

$25,000
IN JANUARY 2017
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NEW IN TOWN 
ABORIGINAL 
WELCOME 
SERVICE

A co-ordinated and culturally relevant service to help 
Indigenous people and their families succeed during their 
first year living in Edmonton. As clients move to the city from 
rural communities, this service connects them to community 
and cultural resources that help them develop safe and 
positive lifestyles in their new home.

BENT ARROW TRADITIONAL HEALING SOCIETY
Committed to building on the strengths of Aboriginal children, 
youth, and their families to enable them to develop spiritually, 
emotionally, physically, and mentally so they can walk proudly in 
our communities.

$50,000
IN MARCH 2017
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COMMUNITY 
BRIDGE

Provides financial support and help in navigating systems for 
people who are at risk of losing their housing. This program 
works off the principle that a key to combatting homelessness 
is to prevent people who are already housed from being 
evicted. Bissell Centre staff members identify people who 
require a small level of funding (on average $1,300) to avoid 
eviction. All funding from this program is made in conjunction 
with service referrals to help people access employment 
services, mental health support, addiction counselling, child 
care, food, training, and health services.

BISSELL CENTRE
The Bissell Centre’s vision is to eliminate poverty in Edmonton. 
They enable people to meet their own basic daily needs, become 
an active part of the community, have sustainable livelihoods, feel 
hope for the future, and make plans for a prosperous life.

$125,000
IN MARCH 2017
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C5 COLLABORATIVE 
DEVELOPMENT

C5 is a massive collaborative effort by five of Edmonton’s leading 
philanthropic organizations. Together, they are working to overcome 
barriers in the system using the breadth and depth of their service delivery 
experience. That means collaborating on specific initiatives where collective 
service achieves strong outcomes. They also want to inform and influence 
social policy and to be a sounding board for decision-makers at all levels of 
government. Most importantly, they want to bring voice to the perspectives 
of the people with whom they work. This grant will help support some of the 
additional staff costs required to maintain this collaboration.

THE GRANT WILL GO TO NORWOOD CHILD & FAMILY RESOURCE 
CENTRE

C5 is a formal collaborative of five Edmonton agencies who give a voice to more than  
36,000 people. Between them, they support and empower:

• Aboriginal individuals and families (Bent Arrow Traditional Healing Society)

•  Economically, socially, and culturally marginalized people of the inner city (Boyle Street 
Community Services)

• Newcomers, immigrants, and refugees (Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers)

• Vulnerable children and their families (Norwood Child & Family Resource Centre); and

• Teen parents (Terra Centre for Pregnant and Parenting Teens)

$100,000
IN APRIL 2017
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VITAL SIGNS GRANTS

vital signs grants
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Vital Signs Grants provide up to three years of funding for programs that address factors 
illuminated in the Vital Signs Report. You can help by partnering with ECF and directing 
money from your fund to this granting program.

The 2016 report focused on social inclusion with a look toward newcomers in Edmonton. 
Funding will support programs that improve economic outcomes of newcomers, including 
English language programs, mentorship, improved recognition of foreign credentials, 
or other means. Priority will be given to programs developed with significant input from 
newcomers and to programs focused on those newcomers for whom poverty is a greater 
risk, including women.

Funding will support the newcomer community by investing in projects that are vetted 
by experts, demonstrate sound strategy, are financially viable, and are rooted in statistical 
analysis.

The Vital Signs Report is an annual statistical check-up 
conducted by Edmonton Community Foundation, in 
partnership with the Edmonton Social Planning Council.
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