
Vital Topic 
A primer on Income and what it costs to live in Edmonton. 

Sources 
 
Income 
https://www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/services/financial-toolkit/taxes/taxes-2/4.html 
 
Income Sources 
Tracking the Trends pg. 73. 
 

Minimum wage  
https://www.savvynewcanadians.com/minimum-wage-canada/ 
https://www.pialberta.org/lowwage2019#:~:text=245%2C300%20employed%20Albertans%20earn%20the
,hour%20or%20less%20(12.5%25). 
Edmonton: https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/publicinterestalberta/pages/2015/attachments/origin

al/1569943842/2019_Edmonton_Low_Wage_Fact_Sheet%281%29.pdf?1569943842 

Alberta: https://www.pialberta.org/lowwage2019 

 

Living on Minimum wage in Edmonton: 
https://www.planhub.ca/alberta?gclid=Cj0KCQiAvvKBBhCXARIsACTePW_-
Is6H5QIVJ4yu2NdLfsbRPvebWsQC87WcpR2deDstOxyqPF6ifzsaAuyvEALw_wcB 
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-
living/in/Edmonton#:~:text=Summary%20about%20cost%20of%20living,1%2C188C%24)%20without%20re
nt. 
https://www.edmonton.ca/ets/adult-fares.aspx 
https://www.rentboard.ca/rentals/rental_rates.aspx?locid=207&psttyid=1 
https://www.rentboard.ca/rentals/rental_rates.aspx?locid=207&psttyid=1 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e0baf4bb-9496-4e93-b9d7-354f289ef0f9/resource/76452e29-b49e-4931-
b9b7-97ffe93b367a/download/af-edmonton-nutritious-food-basket-prices-2019-12.pdf 
 
https://www.edmonton.ca/ets/fares-passes.aspx 
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-
living/in/Edmonton#:~:text=Summary%20about%20cost%20of%20living,1%2C188C%24)%20without%20re
nt 
 
WHAT IS A BASIC INCOME? 
Basic Income Canada network.  2017.  “The basics of basic income” 
 

Poverty  
Basic Income Canada network.  2017.  “Poverty” 
Opportunity for All – Canada’s first Poverty Reduction Strategy 2018. 
Pan-Canadian Health Inequalities Report Initiative 
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/poverty-
reduction/reports/strategy.html 
 
Number of People Living in Poverty in Edmonton 
Tracking the Trends 2020.  Edmonton Social Planning Council 
 

Working poor 
the Pan-Canadian Health Inequalities Report Initiative 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/publicinterestalberta/pages/2015/attachments/original/1569943842/2019_Edmonton_Low_Wage_Fact_Sheet%281%29.pdf?1569943842
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/publicinterestalberta/pages/2015/attachments/original/1569943842/2019_Edmonton_Low_Wage_Fact_Sheet%281%29.pdf?1569943842
https://www.pialberta.org/lowwage2019
https://www.planhub.ca/alberta?gclid=Cj0KCQiAvvKBBhCXARIsACTePW_-Is6H5QIVJ4yu2NdLfsbRPvebWsQC87WcpR2deDstOxyqPF6ifzsaAuyvEALw_wcB
https://www.planhub.ca/alberta?gclid=Cj0KCQiAvvKBBhCXARIsACTePW_-Is6H5QIVJ4yu2NdLfsbRPvebWsQC87WcpR2deDstOxyqPF6ifzsaAuyvEALw_wcB
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Edmonton#:~:text=Summary%20about%20cost%20of%20living,1%2C188C%24)%20without%20rent
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Edmonton#:~:text=Summary%20about%20cost%20of%20living,1%2C188C%24)%20without%20rent
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Edmonton#:~:text=Summary%20about%20cost%20of%20living,1%2C188C%24)%20without%20rent
https://www.edmonton.ca/ets/adult-fares.aspx
https://www.rentboard.ca/rentals/rental_rates.aspx?locid=207&psttyid=1
https://www.rentboard.ca/rentals/rental_rates.aspx?locid=207&psttyid=1
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e0baf4bb-9496-4e93-b9d7-354f289ef0f9/resource/76452e29-b49e-4931-b9b7-97ffe93b367a/download/af-edmonton-nutritious-food-basket-prices-2019-12.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e0baf4bb-9496-4e93-b9d7-354f289ef0f9/resource/76452e29-b49e-4931-b9b7-97ffe93b367a/download/af-edmonton-nutritious-food-basket-prices-2019-12.pdf
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Edmonton#:~:text=Summary%20about%20cost%20of%20living,1%2C188C%24)%20without%20rent
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Edmonton#:~:text=Summary%20about%20cost%20of%20living,1%2C188C%24)%20without%20rent
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Edmonton#:~:text=Summary%20about%20cost%20of%20living,1%2C188C%24)%20without%20rent


 

Low wage earners: 
Number of Employed Persons Earning Low Wages by Gender, July 2017 to June 2018, Edmonton CMA 
Tracking the Trends 2020.  Edmonton Social Planning Council 

 
Low-income  
Pan-Canadian Health Inequalities Report Initiative 
Source: Statistics Canada. Table 11-10-0050-01  Tax filers and dependants with income by after-tax income, 
sex and age 
Source: Statistics Canada. Table 11-10-0004-01  Selected characteristics of tax filers and dependants, 
income and demographics (final T1 Family File) 
 

Low-income cut-offs 
Statistics Canada. Table 11-10-0241-01 Low income cut-offs (LICOs) before and after tax by community size 
and family size, in current dollars  
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110024101 
DOI:  https://doi.org/10.25318/1110024101-eng 
 

Market basket measure 
Pan-Canadian Health Inequalities Report Initiative 
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/poverty-
reduction/reports/strategy.html 
First Comprehensive Review of the Market Basket Measure of Low Income 
Paper ISBN: 978-1-100-16063-4 Cat. No.: HS28-178/2010E 
 

Income inequality 
Statistics Canada. Table 11-10-0223-01 Household spending by household income quintile, Canada, 
regions and provinces https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110022301 DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.25318/1110022301-eng 

 
 
Income inequality in Edmonton has increased. 
Tracking the Trends 2020.  Edmonton Social Planning Council 
 
Income Gap 
Statistics Canada. Table 11-10-0050-01 Tax filers and dependents with income by after-tax income, sex and 
age 

 

Labour Force Participation and Unemployment 
 
Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0327-01 Labour force characteristics by sex and detailed age group, annual 
Tracking the Trends 2020.  Edmonton Social Planning Council 
 
Unemployment in Edmonton 
Tracking the Trends 2020.  Edmonton Social Planning Council 
 
2020 unemployment rates 

Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0327-01 Labour force characteristics by sex and detailed age group, 
annual 

 
 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110005001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110005001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110005001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110000401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110000401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110024101
https://doi.org/10.25318/1110024101-eng
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110022301
https://doi.org/10.25318/1110022301-eng
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410032701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410032701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410032701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410032701


 
Pandemic toll on women 

https://thoughtleadership.rbc.com/canadian-women-continue-to-exit-the-labour-force/ 
Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0327-01 Labour force characteristics by sex and detailed age group, 

annual 
 
 

Part-Time Work in Edmonton 
Tracking the Trends 2020.  Edmonton Social Planning Council 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/pub/71-222-x/71-222-x2018002-eng.pdf?st=IhdPyGkU 
 

Occupational Sectors where Edmontonians are employed (2019) 
Tracking the Trends 2020.  Edmonton Social Planning Council 
 
 

Working age single adults are especially insecure. 
Herd, D., Kim, Y,, & Carrasco, C. (2020). Canada’s forgotten poor? Putting singles living in deep poverty on 
the policy radar. Institute for Research on Public Policy. https://irpp.org/research-studies/canadas-
forgotten-poor-putting-singles-living-in-deep-poverty-on-the-policy-radar/ 
Basic Income Canada network.  2017.  “Canada” 
 
Statistics Canada. Table 11-10-0020-01 After-tax low income status of census families based on Census 
Family Low Income Measure (CFLIM-AT), by family type and family composition AND Statistics Canada 
(2020). Technical reference guide for the annual income estimates for census families, individuals, and 
seniors: T1 family file, final estimates, 2018. Catalogue no. 72-212-x 
 
Statistics Canada. Table 11-10-0017-01 Census families by family type and family composition including 
before and after-tax median income of the family 
 
 

https://thoughtleadership.rbc.com/canadian-women-continue-to-exit-the-labour-force/
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410032701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410032701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/pub/71-222-x/71-222-x2018002-eng.pdf?st=IhdPyGkU
https://irpp.org/research-studies/canadas-forgotten-poor-putting-singles-living-in-deep-poverty-on-the-policy-radar/
https://irpp.org/research-studies/canadas-forgotten-poor-putting-singles-living-in-deep-poverty-on-the-policy-radar/
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110002001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110002001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110001701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110001701

